Black Country Mid-Year Population Estimates1
❖ The Black Country population is growing and in 2018 stands at 1.19m residents – a 0.6% increase
from 2017.
❖ The Black Country LEP has one of the youngest populations (0 – 15 years old) across all LEPs at
21.2% of the total (second only to Thames Valley).
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The mid-year 2018 population estimates show that there are 1,193,390 residents in the Black
Country LEP (BCLEP) area, an increase of 0.6% (+7,292) from the mid-year 2017 population
estimate, in line with the England average.
Within the BCLEP, Wolverhampton has experienced the highest increase in population, by 0.8%
(+2,082) to 262,008 residents. This is followed by Walsall which has seen population increase by
0.7% (+2,085) to 283,378 residents, Sandwell at +0.6% (+1,918) to 327,378 residents, and Dudley
had the smallest growth at +0.4% (+1,207) to 320,626 residents.
The following table shows the components of population change between mid-2017 and mid-2018.
Sandwell had the largest birth to death ratio, with 1,512 more births then deaths, while Dudley had
the lowest, with 337 more births than deaths.
Sandwell had the largest net loss of internal migration (-1,488 people), followed by Wolverhampton
with – 328 people. Dudley and Walsall had a net increase of migration (+475 people and +450
people respectively).
Sandwell had the largest increase in net international migration at +1,900 people, while Dudley had
the smallest increase, at +363 people.

Figure 1: Components of population change

Population by age breakdown
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At the LEP level, the BCLEP is the second highest across all the LEPs for the percentage of people
aged 0 – 15 years old, at 21.2%. This share is second only to the Thames Valley Berkshire LEP
(21.5%), with the BCLEP above the England average of 19.2%.
Across all LEPs, BCLEP is the 8th lowest for the percentage of people aged 65 years old and over, at
17.4%, and below the England average of 18.2%
BCLEP is the 20th highest for the percentage of people aged 16 – 64 years old with 61.4%, below the
England average of 62.6%.

Mid-year population estimates are produced with a standard reference date of the 30th June of each year.
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Within the BCLEP, all local authorities are above the England average for the percentage of people
aged 0 – 15 years old, and they vary from 19.3% in Dudley to 22.6% in Sandwell.
In contrast, all Black Country local authorities are below the England average for people aged 16 –
64 years old, varying from 60.3% in Dudley to 62.3% in Sandwell.
Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhampton are below the England average for people aged 65 years old
and over (15.0%, 17.6% and 16.6% respectively), while Dudley is above at 20.3%.
Figure 2: Population by age

Population density
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The mid-year 2018 data shows that there were 3,343 people per sq.km in the BCLEP area,
significantly above the England average of 430.
Within the BCLEP, the people per sq. km varies from 2,725 in Walsall to 3,826 in Sandwell.
Since the mid-year 2017 estimates, the number of people per sq.km has increased by 0.6% for the
BCLEP, slightly below the 0.7% increase for England.

Figure 3: Population density mid-2017 to mid-2018

Source: ONS, Population estimates for the UK, England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland: Mid2018, June 2019.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/
bulletins/annualmidyearpopulationestimates/mid2018
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